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FIGHT LIKE A MAN
Becoming a Man God Might Bless
My entire family came to our home in Wichita, KS this past year for Christmas.  With our oldest son’s marriage the following Sunday after the holiday, the chance to gather our family over the holidays was extra special.  As we shared stories about past Christmases together, my father began talking about his childhood some 70 years prior.  
The boot hill of Missouri sounded like a pretty tough place in those days.  Not only was the economy tough, but finding something to do that didn’t cost anything was a constant challenge.  After the chores were done, the animals fed, and the homework completed, what was a boy to do?
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 I sat intrigued to hear my dad describe what he, his uncles and all their friends used to do when there was nothing left to do – box each other, beating each other for fun.  I just shook my head as I heard my father describe, with great delight, the number of times either he knocked somebody out, or somebody got the best of him.  You were somebody in that day if you could whip your neighborhood friends in fighting.  
Times have changed.  My sons live in a neighborhood of over 25 young boys.  Their idea of “finding something to pass the time” has very little to do with bloody noses, and more than not involves a basketball, baseball, and pretty much anything with a ball.  It seems that the days of fighting for fun may have passed. 

Perhaps it’s with this passing, a foundational principle has met its doom as well in our society for men.  In a day when we have so much to do, and such a pace to live up to, there’s very little time anymore to show your stuff, to dig down deep, to prove your manhood today.  Unless you are drafted or join the military, take a martial arts class, or subscribe to the World Wrestling Federation, when and where does a man learn how to engage an enemy? Could it be that men in the 21st century have forgotten how to fight?  Or, could it be we know how to fight, we just don’t know what to fight for?
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FIGHT LIKE A MAN is a men’s retreat born out of the necessity to redefine with men what it means to be an anointed warrior.  Re-learning the powerful call by God to engage the enemy, to focus our energies and efforts on areas of our life that God would bless is the foundation for this experience.  In a day when Ray Barone, lead actor on the hit TV show Everybody Loves Raymond, stands as yet another of many poor examples of God’s vision for a leader in his home, it’s not a mystery why guys struggle for models to pattern their life after.  This is just one of many issues facing the modern day man.  

· How do I lead my family in a world that is going crazy?

· If God has a vision for me, how can I find out what it is?

· Am I a man God would bless?

· What types of boundaries in my life will it take to become a man living within God’s power?

· How do I keep God’s priorities true in my life when the world is shouting something that is often the exact opposite?

· How do I fulfill God’ passion for my life?

In order to see God’s hand lead, anoint and direct my life:

1. I must be a man living, aligning my life toward God’s blessing.  If I am a man pursuing God in some way, and I want to be more like him, am I watching God bless my life, or am I just fighting to survive?

2. I must fight for God’s plan and vision for me.  If God has a dream for my life, do I have the tools and wisdom to articulate it?  Can I describe the guy, the family, the church, the Christian – owned business God would bless?

3. I must be a man fighting for God’s power in my life – but it comes with conditions.  Is the power of God displayed in the way I place boundaries on my tongue, my temptations and my actions, or am I a guy who seems to rise and fall with any influence beside me, saddening the heart of God?

4. I must be a man fighting for what’s important to God in my life, not becoming distracted with my own success or the direction of the world. Am I a man whose heart values what God values?  Do I see other people as a priority, my life as a resource to be invested rather than a reservoir to be filled?
5. I must strive to fulfill God’s greatest passion for my life – to direct, influence and lead others to Him.  Fulfillment in my own personal life will never be realized without this passion common between me and God.  Am I a guy God can count on?
FIGHT LIKE A GODLY MAN FOR:

1. God’s PURPOSE for My Life and Know How to Articulate his Vision.

2. God’s POWER in my Life to Combat a Constant Enemy.

3. God’s PRIORITY in my Life – Using my Life to Build People Rather than Using People to Build me.
4. God’s PASSION – to Ultimately Use My Life to Lead Someone to Him.
In a world desperately needing models of what a true man looks like, Christian men have opportunity like never before to step forward to be just that for the world.  
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