
The Music Department Retreat at Crosswinds was a fun and refreshing time for all who attended. Our guest, Todd Braschler, did a superb job of giving us a fresh new perspective on WHY we do what we do each and every week as we minister to people through music.  I came away from this year's retreat more convinced than ever that this event has the potential of being one of the most valuable and eagerly anticipated activities of our entire year.  The location and facilities are gorgeous, the teaching was powerful and the fellowship was sweet. If you couldn't go this year, plan on prioritizing the retreat next year!


Todd's teaching centered around a well-known passage of scripture in Mark 2: 1-5 where Jesus was teaching in a crowded house. The story focuses on a crippled man who was let down through the roof to be placed at the feet of Jesus. Todd compared our ministry in music to those in this story who loved this lame man so much that they went to the trouble to remove part of the roof of the house just to get him at the feet of Jesus. 
In Todd's own words, "Music and worship are created by God and are intended to bring people to the throne of God, the very feet of Jesus.  However, even though our motion and action seem to lead us into worship, we sometimes find ourselves having less than the desired impact in our services.  Regardless of the quality of music, the excellence of our preparation and the available gifts of our musicians, we sometimes fall short of the final and most powerful element of life-changing worship - the power of the Holy Spirit.  The anointing of God is the one element in worship we cannot do without. We may be able to survive with less than quality

instruments, or slides rather than power point. We may experience a wonderful morning with a well-prepared worship team and our best soloist. However, the purest experience in worship occurs when God sees our passion, our heart, our intent and our motivation, and pours His anointing, His Spirit into everything we say and sing. When important elements in the preparation, attitude and leading of worship are truly aligned with the passion and heart of God, it seems the power and anointing of God is endless in a service. 

Characteristics of a Tile- Mover:

I. Tile-Movers respond with the heart and passion of God to the needs of others. They are DISCERNING and GENEROUS.

2. Tile-Movers see serving and sacrificing for others as an element of their own personal growth. They are

PASSIONATE LEARNERS.

3. Tile-Movers give up something they love for something they love more. They have PRIORITIZED DESIRES."  

Our ministry is to place people at the feet of Jesus. Lord, may our hearts be aligned with Your’s so that we allow You to accomplish what only You can do.
Pastor Dennis
